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This year sees
Sutton Manor
Colliery at its
height employing
1,400 people and
producing 1500
tons of coal per
week. g

1983

The National Coal
Board announced
a £14 million
investment in
Sutton Manor,
converting it into
one of Britain’s
most modern
collieries.
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January. The council recruit

Sean Durney, the Arts Officer
for St.Helens Council, writes an
application and nor nates the

evelopment ¢

vas also the Drea \
anager) and Bob
(Director Urban Rege e
& Housing).

The project is given a workin

title, ‘Ex Terra Lucem’ (from

the earth comes light). It’s the
St Helens former town motto
based around coal and gl

2001

The Forestry Commission leased
the site from St.Helens Council
and after consulting with the loca
community put project Wasteland
to Woodland into operation.
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1984

A year-long strike commences.
This is a particularly difficult
period in the colliery’s life

not only for the pit but its
workforce as well.

Laurie Peake of Liverpool Biennial,
to act as curator for the project.
Laurie recently commissioned
Anthony Gormley’s work on Crosby
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steering 9’°“P'.h°ld el meeti'ng BBC’s ‘The One Show’. Alex Riley interviews Gary Conley about Dream for a report on public art.
to select an artist to work with. It is revealed that over 64,000 people had visited the Sutton Manor site in 2011-12.

From a short list of 12, the
2013

former miners unanimously

choose world famous Spanish

artist Jaume Plensa to submit Screenwriter Frank Cottrell Boyce visits Dream
for a Radio 4 broadcast where he says that he

used Dream and the motto ‘Ex Terra Lucem’

a proposal, of which he accepts.
Itisa musslve coup to ge

as inspiration for the opening ceremony for
e 2 pic Games in London.
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.. First't avuly pucted h was’
prepared for tree planting and over .
fifty thousand young trees including
alder, willow and ash were planted.
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May. British Coal announced that the
pit was unviable after losses of £23
million over the previous five years.

June. The colliery closes with over 40
years of coal still underground.

using a variety of media.
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‘May. Mnel 4’s 5-week TV ﬁnes “The Big Art Project’ starts with the St Helens Qfficialfigures hoye estimated

site and Dream becoming pivotal to the success of the pr me. St Helens * that there have been 85”000 Visits

becomes the only site to produce a piece of public artwork of such magnitude. to Dream since last year. The final
> June. The official opening ceremony takes place with a crowd of over 2 result was calculated using turnstiles

- thousand people in attendance. It’s a very special day with a traditional Whit at either end of the former site of
2008 Walk, brass bands, choirs, and the guest of honour, Jaume Plensa. Sutton Manor Colliery has been used.

February. Jaume Plensa returns to St Helens with his new proposal ‘Dream’. Dream takes the form of the head and neck a 9-year-old girl
that has been elongated by a third. Dreaming not only about her future but also that of the former colliery site and St Helens. It’s proposed
that the landmark will give hope and aspirations for future generations and become a positive symbol for the area. It’s to be constructed in
English concrete and Spanish dolomite marble. She is to sit on a plinth of a giant miners tally as a reminder of the heritage of the site.

September. St.Helens Council grant planning permission for the Dream structure. However, delight is tempered by the news from the
Highways Agency that Dream could not be illuminated.

October. Evans Concrete of Derbyshire wins the contract to fabricate Dream in ninety individual panels of pre-cast concrete, which is to be
conveyed to St Helens in sections. Arup were appointed as Lead Consultant with Cheetham Hill Construction the lead constructors.



